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work than he was obliged to, and if he and his gang
could stake out their claim in a block of borrow-
pits not too far away, they could rest assured that
for some days at least they would not have to go
any farther. Allah alone knew what might not
happen before the block was dug out. With any
luck it might rain again and work might stop, or
perhaps a relief gang would be sent from the village
and a man could go back to his own garden. The
result was that instead of there being a continuous
embankment up to a certain point, and unworked
ground beyond, there was a string of forlorn and
solitary barrows of varying lengths stretching for
miles across the plain, and Indian overseers were
scurrying backwards and forwards from barrow to
barrow on jaded ponies, vainly trying to measure
up the borrow-pits and give the unruly gangs their
precious payment vouchers.
For the next four days I had to race out again and
again at forty miles an hour to head off any gang
which tried to start work on a distant borrow-pit,
and force it to come in towards chainage o, so that
the work could be consolidated. But I could not
very well drive out the gangs which had already
started to dig, and by the time I had succeeded in
breaking down the old system the chain of isolated
mounds had actually extended to chainage 41,6255
no less than eight miles away.
These four days, from the 25th to the 28th Feb-
ruary, were also employed in organising the supply
problem* I found that the camps were being sup-
plied by lorry, camel, and Army Transport cart.
This was all very well in the dry tree, but what
would be done in the green ? As soon as the next
rain came the whole supply system would break